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Introduced by Council Member Boyer and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Morgan, Dennis, Carter, Hazouri, Gulliford, Anderson, Pittman, Schellenberg, Becton and R. Gaffney and amended by the Rules Committee:
RESOLUTION 2018-491-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GRADUATION OF THE LAST SEGREGATED CLASS FROM DOUGLAS ANDERSON HIGH SCHOOL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Duval County Board of Public Instruction opened South Jacksonville School #107 in 1922, the only public school on the south side of the St. Johns River in Jacksonville serving African-American students in grades 1 through 9; and


WHEREAS, Douglas Anderson, a Jacksonville native and graduate of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, was one of the community leaders spearheading the school’s construction and after its opening he began the first free school bus service for the school and served as President of its Parent-Teacher Association for many years. In 1945, nine years after his death, the School Board renamed the school the Douglas Anderson School in his honor; and


WHEREAS, between 1955 and 1959 Douglas Anderson School converted into a high school and quickly became an educational and cultural center for African-American students from many small communities on the "southside of Jacksonville": Tiger Hole, Mandarin, Bayard, Sunbeam, Greenland, Loretto, Ft. Caroline, Fulton, Chase, Bowden, Arlington, Cosmo, Lone Star, Jacksonville Beach, Atlantic Beach, Mayport, Neptune Beach, St. Nicholas, Pine Forest and the southside neighborhoods adjacent to Douglas Anderson from Vine Street to Emerson, and Old St. Augustine Road to Spring Park Road, producing high-achieving students in academics, the arts and athletics until it closed as a public school in 1968 with the advent of school desegregation in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, the school building was operated briefly as a campus of Florida Junior College and as a seventh grade center before being given a new life in 1985, reopening as Douglas Anderson School of the Arts, the county’s performing arts magnet high school. The new Douglas Anderson has been greatly expanded and improved over the succeeding years; and

WHEREAS, 2018 marks the 50th anniversary of the graduation of the last class at the segregated Douglas Anderson High School before its closure, and offers the DA graduates and the community at large an opportunity to reflect on the tremendous changes that have taken place in Jacksonville in the last 50 years and to recognize the place of pride that Douglas Anderson still occupies in the community, both in its old and new forms; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the 50th anniversary of the graduation of the last class at the old Douglas Anderson High School and recognizes the Class of 1968 for the outstanding achievements of the graduates. Their legacy of dedication and loyal devotion to their school is admirable and worthy of recognition by the community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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